
 

 

 

December 2018 

 

Dear Lake Mathews Community, 

 

     It is December and we have three weeks of instruction before our two 

week Winter Holiday! 

 

     PTA is sponsoring their student Holiday Shop which is always enjoyed 

by all.  Classes are assigned days when they can shop during their lunch 

period for gifts for the upcoming holidays.  We thank all of the  volunteers 

who donate their time to make this happen. 

 

     Grades TK-4 and the Royal Blue Chorus are preparing for the annual 

winter program.  Specifics will be sent home soon with performances 

scheduled for parents Dec. 20 and 21.  The chorus was also chosen again 

this year to perform at the Festival of Lights downtown on December 16 at 

3:00 p.m. 

 

     Student Leadership Team will be sponsoring  a canned food drive as a 

community service project this month.  Details are being sent home via 

classrooms. 

 

     We know that December can be a very busy and hectic month, but there 

is much learning to be done.  Teachers hold the same expectations for stu-

dent behavior and academic attention while infusing holiday arts  (visual 

and performance).  Please encourage your children to maintain their focus 

as we move to the beginning of the winter break. 

 

     We all hope that each and every one of you will enjoy the winter holi-

day, taking time to appreciate family and friends. 

 

 Happy Holidays! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Pamela R. Williams 
Principal 
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Safety Note 

Dismissal traffic is a chal-

lenge, and we ask drivers to 

observe traffic codes and to 

use caution.  Cars are not to 

be in the red curb zones even 

if drivers are in the car.     

Drivers are asked to be cau-

tious and courteous.  Our 

students ‘ safety is at stake. 



Transitional Kindergarten Talk 

writing an opinion.  We have been 

introducing an opinion/topic sen-

tence and writing 1-2 sentence sup-

porting it.  Please encourage your 

child to sound out words as they 

write (as long as all the sounds in 

the word are represented, the ex-

act spelling in not a concern).  

Social Studies/Science:  During 

December we will be learning about 

the different ways the holidays are 

celebrated around the world. We 

will continue to focus on events and 

how things change over time.  In 

science, we will continue to study 

the topics of Matter, Magnets, and 

Water. 

Math:  We will be continuing to 

learn about comparing length, 

height, width, weight, and capacity. 

We have been using words like: 

longer than, shorter than, heavier 

than, lighter than, and wider than.  

Encourage your child to use these 

words when comparing things while 

you are out and about.  

General Notes:  Please work with 

your child on learning to tie their own 

shoes. Did you know that after Janu-

ary 1st, Kindergarten teachers 

“forget” how to tie shoes?   
The Kindergarten Team 

              Mrs. Mattson   Ext. 43545    

smattson@rusd.k12.ca.us                              

Mrs. Ippolito  Ext. 43524 

dippolito@rusd.k12.ca.us 

                 Mrs. Verango   Ext. 43512 

                dverango@rusd.k12.ca.us 

                 Mrs. Rees  Ext.  43519 

                rrees@rusd.k12.ca.us 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Chatter 
Kindergarten News 

December is a very exciting and 

busy time of year; with Winter 

Break rapidly approaching we have 

a lot to do and so little time to do 

it!   

Language Arts:  We continue on 

our journey of in-depth phonics 

coverage by introducing a letter 

each week. The letters Nn & Cc will 

be reviewed and weintroduce the 

letter Oo in the beginning and mid-

dle of words (for example: otter 

and mop).   We will continue re-

viewing the High Frequency Words: 

we, the, like, a see, go, to, have; as 

well as introducing the words be-
cause and is.  Our sentences are 

becoming more interesting now 

that we are building our vocabulary 

of sight words. Our theme this 

month in language arts is “Animals”. 

For writing, we are working on 

 

December is a busy month.  Af-

ter the Thanksgiving break and 

time off for Parent Teacher 

conferences, the students are 

now back into their routines. 

We will continue our unit “Life 

on a Farm” and we will be learn-

ing about the different types 

of farms.  After learning about 

an apple orchard, we will expe-

rience making our own ap-

plesauce!   

 

Our focus during math instruc-

tion will be on the number 8 and 

we will be counting using linear 

and array configurations.  Addi-

tionally, we will be composing and 

decomposing the number 8. 

We are looking forward to singing 

in our Winter Program and are 

practicing every day! 

 

 

 

   

Mrs.Burch  Ext 43505 

(mburch@rusd.k12.ca.us) 
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Second Grade Scoop 

                First grade focus 

 

     December will be an exciting month for our second graders!  With only three weeks in December, we have a lot to learn. 

     Our mathematicians will continue to work on Module 4-adding and subtracting within 200.  Students will continue to add and subtract 

with and without regrouping up the hundreds place. They will continue to focus on strategies for decomposing tens and hundreds.  In addi-

tion, students will continue to use the R.A.C.E. strategy for the application word problems. Please continue to practice addition and sub-

traction skills.  Students should commit their addition and subtraction facts to 20 by memory. 

     In language arts, we will continue to travel through theme 3, Around Town, reading such stories as Chinatown and A Trip to the Fire-

house. As we read, some of the comprehension strategies we will be working on will be making judgments, sequence of events, problem 

solving through cause and effect, and making inferences.  Continue to read nightly at home. 

 In writing, we have introduced opinion writing.  We will concentrate on writing opinion pieces introducing a topic, providing rea-

sons that support the opinion, using linking words, and writing a conclusion..  Please continue to look over your child’s completed home-

work writing assignments. 

In social studies our students will be studying The Land Around  Us.  They will learn to read map keys, work on creating their own 

personal maps, and learn about the United States and the bordering countries.  Students will also have a chance to share their maps 

through an oral presentations. 

We hope you have a very safe and happy holiday break. 

 

      

Mrs. Baca: Ext. 43515 (kbaca@rusd.k12.ca.us)           Mrs. Grova : Ext. 43514 (lgrova@rusd.k12.ca.us)               

Mrs. McBride: Ext. 43507 (cmcbride@rusd.k12.ca.us)  Mrs. D. Flores  Ext. 43510  (dflores@rusd.k12.ca.us)  

First Grade News 

 

You may noticed your first grader becoming more of a deep thinker as a cognitive shift often occurs 
around January.  The students math skills are sharpening up nicely as they use number bonds to 
add and subtract with five and 10 groups to 20.  You are encouraged to play games with your child 
that involve numbers and logic.  Commercial games like, Guess Who, Monopoly Jr., Uno, Sorry, 
Dominoes, Yahtzee, Trouble, Crazy Eights, jigsaw puzzles, Rummikub, Battleship, Checkers, Con-
nect Four, Mancala, Clue Jr.  are all great!  In language arts we are continuing with our word work 
with 3-letter blends (ie..str) and long vowel patterns.  Reading comprehension will focus on compare 
and contrast and main idea. Please continue to have your child retell what they’ve read. In social 
studies, we will be learning about our changing world; how the world is similar and different than 
long ago.  Science will focus on the Sun, moon, and stars.  Be prepared to gaze at the evening sky 
with your child.  If you have questions or concerns, please contact your child’s teacher. 
 

Miss Duarte Ext. 43511 cduarte@rusd.k12.ca.us  

Mrs. Nuttall Ext.43519   dnuttall@rusd.k12.ca.us       

Mrs. Torres Ext. 43540 ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us  

Mrs. Wilson Ext. 43508  dwilson@rusd.k12.ca.us 

Mrs. Starr Ext 43509   cstarr@rusd.k12.ca.us 

 

mailto:kcauffiel@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:lgrova@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:cduarte@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:bnorton@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us


Hello Bobcat Parents! 

The holiday season is upon us and it is such a festive time of year!  Students are busily pre-
paring for so many activities this month.  Watch out for reminders and information as it is sent home so that 
you are aware of all the fun that is ahead.  Here is a glimpse of what we are learning in the upcoming month. 
 
Math:  We have been focusing heavily on multiplication and division so far this year and will continue to review 
all of those facts.  Our next Eureka Module 4 will take us into the realm of geometry.  So keep practicing on both 
Dream Box and Prodigy to keep up with the pace. 
 
Language Arts:  Our shift in writing will turn to opinion writing this trimester.  Always encourage your child to 
use neat penmanship or cursive and to use good sentence structure.  We need to continue with daily reading at 
home and building good fluency skills and reading with accuracy. 
 
Social Studies/Science:  We will be alternating  between both subjects as each classroom is finishing up various 
units of study.  Encourage your child to share with you what they are learning in class at this time.  
 
Thank you as always for your continued support and help with our students and classrooms! Happy Holidays 
to you all and enjoy a nice break off!  See you all in the New Year 2019! 
The Third Grade Team         Mrs. Bambrick ~ Mrs. Flotron ~ Mrs. Steel~ Ms. Sheskey           

                                                 ( x43520)            (x43513)          (x43523)          (x43516)  

 Ms. Sheskey  (lsheskey@rusd.k12.ca.us)      Mrs. Bambrick    (vbambrick@rusd.k12.ca.us)                                                                   

 Mrs. Flotron (vflotron@rusd.k12.ca.us)           Mrs. Steel  (msteel@rusd.k12.ca.us)        

Fourth Grade Fun 
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We hope everyone had an enjoyable break for Thanksgiving, as we get set to wrap things up before our winter break.  There are many activi-

ties happening within the fourth grade so be sure to read notices coming home.  Here’s a glimpse at some things we will be learning 

LANGUAGE ARTS:  Our explorations in reading continue with the McGraw-Hill Reading Wonders program.  As we move through December, 

we will besgin our figurative language unit.  We will be going on an in-depth examination  of different figurative language devices and analyz-

ing each one in the context of various literature genres and poetry.  Each day we build upon our connections as we delve deeper into our con-

tent through collaborative conversations, writing, and close reading. 

MATH:  During the month of December, we will continue to concentrate on the key area of focus of Module 3: Multi -Digit Multiplication 

and Division. Students will build on their work in Modules 1 and 2 to use place value understanding and visual representations to solve multi-

plication and divisions problems with multi-digit numbers.  Mastering the multiplication and division facts is very highly stressed as these skills 

are used heavily this year. By month’s end and before the winter break, we plan to finish Module 3 and classes will take the End-of Module 

summative test. Please encourage your child to practice the multiplication and division facts regularly. Knowledge of their facts is essential to 

multi-digit multiplication in fourth grade.  

SOCIAL STUDIES:  For Unit 2 the study focus is - Culture Impacts Who We Are.  We will explore how Spanish settlers  came to California and 

influenced the culture of Native Americans with their own culture. 

SCIENCE:  Our goal during the next trimester we will be to finish the life science unit, then go on to Earth science.  We will be study ing rocks 

and minerals as well as environmental conditions that change the Earth.  Students will explore how the Earth has changed and continues to 

change because of various forces. 

The fourth grade team would like to remind everyone that we have 4th Grade P.E. outdoors Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. Please make 

sure your child is wearing appropriate shoes or bringing shoes with them to change.  Also, please remind your child to use their breaks (before 

school, morning, and lunch recess) to use the restroom so they do not miss valuable instructional time.  

Please continue to check with your students nightly for reminders about homework and exciting upcoming events. We also encourage you to 

check your 4th grade teacher’s Power School  Learning website.  

Have a Happy Holiday with your family and enjoy the time off at the end of the month! 

               Mrs. Beymer: rbeymer@rusd.k12.ca.us;      Ms. Howard: mhoward@rusd.k12.ca.us;  

 Ms. Richardson:  crichardson@rusd.k12.ca.us;        Mrs. Smith: ajsmith@rusd.k12.ca.us 

Third Grade Thunder 

mailto:rbeymer@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:mhoward@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:crichardson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:asmith@rusd.k12.ca.us


Sixth Grade Summary 
 

Trimester two is here already! We were very pleased with student-led conferences. We hope you enjoyed the experience of 
watching your child take responsibility for his/her achievement and success. The students seemed very excited “showing off” what 
they have been learning in 6th grade.   

  In writing, we just finished working on informative essays. Writing was scored using a rubric that evaluated a thesis 
statement, relevant facts from their research, appropriate transitions, and a concluding statement. Our next area of focus in writing 
will be learning how to write an argument/ persuasive essay. In reading, we will continue studying how ancient cultures share ideas 
by reading stories about ancient civilizations, as well as incorporate earth science in reading about volcanoes.  In social studies, we 
will finish Mesopotamia and begin learning about Ancient Egypt. Students will continue learning how to support claims by using 
textual evidence.  

If you are looking for a fun family activity over the holiday season, we highly recommend a visit to the California Science 
Center in Los Angeles.  There is an amazing exhibit about King Tutankhamun and it contains actual artifacts that were in King Tut’s 
tomb!  It is a once in a lifetime experience to see these artifacts that are thousands of years old. Since 6th graders will be learning 
about the ancient Egyptian civilization, this would be a great educational opportunity for them.  

In math, we are continuing to work on dividing fractions. The students are learning how to draw and use models to under-
stand and explain problems that involve division expressions. They are learning to create word problems that involve real life ex-
amples. Next, they will learn how to divide multi-digit numbers that involve decimals. Students are continuously reminded to use 
estimation to determine if the answer is reasonable.  

In science, the students are continuing to explore earthquakes. They are learning about the role that plate boundaries play 
in earthquakes and how to model different types of faults. Also, they are learning how to prepare for earthquakes since they are 
unpredictable. They are working in groups to complete stations while investigating earthquakes.  

Thank you again for all of your continued support. If you have any questions, feel free to contact us!  

    

Mrs. Irvin lirvin@rusd.k12.ca.us                           Mrs. Thompson smthompson@rusd.k12.ca.us 
  

Mrs. Nicholson cnicholson@rusd.k12.ca.us .      Mrs. Schulte nschulte@rusd.k12.ca.us 
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Fabulous Fifth Grade 

First, we would like to thank all of you for such productive parent-teacher conferences, and we look forward to seeing your students’ con-

tinued growth!  During the next few weeks before winter break, we will be studying the following: 

LANGUAGE ARTS:  Through literature and informational texts, students will learn about the early development of our country.  Students will 

closely read and view resources that demonstrate the diversity that existed among early colonists.  Informational reading will focus on the 

differences and similarities in their origins, beliefs, the geographical regions in which they lived, and the development of their economies.  

Students will also learn to organize notes and multiple resources, which we will use to begin writing an opinion essay. 

MATH:  We will continue working with both whole numbers and decimals, with our focus now being on the division of these numbers.  Stu-

dents will be learning methods of division including partial quotients and the standard algorithm, with an emphasis on using estimation to 

check answers for reasonableness.  Since multiplication and division are inverse operations, students should continue practicing multipli-

cation math facts on a regular basis.  These basic multiplication skills are essential as we move on to higher-level math skills and con-

cepts. 

SOCIAL STUDIES:  Our social studies content will be an extension of our language arts focus.  We will be learning about the development of 

the early settlements and colonies.  We will learn about the diversity among early colonists and differences in how they developed their 

varying ways of life. 

SCIENCE:  Our focus will be on life science.  We have finished our study of cells and their structures in both plant and animal life.  Now we 

will be learning about how cells organize themselves to create the main structures and systems of the human body.  Our focus will be on 

four major organ systems – digestive, respiratory, circulatory, and excretory.  Students will be learning how these systems work together to 

complete necessary functions for the human body. 

Thank you again, and have a safe and happy Holiday Season! 

The Fifth Grade Team  

Mrs. Cervantes  Ext. 43542  (mlcervantes@rusd.k12.ca.us)   Mrs. Sanchez Ext. 43517  (mlsanchez@rusd.k12.ca.us)                  
Mrs. Sperry   Ext. 43526 (hsperry@rusd.k12.ca.us)   Mrs. Wilder   Ext. 43506 (nwilder@rusd.k12.ca.us) 

mailto:lirvin@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:smthompson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:cnicholson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:nschulte@rusd.k12.ca.us


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      

 

1 

2 

PTA 

Holiday 

Shop 

3-13 —> 

3 4 

 

5 6 7 

Awards 

Assemblies 

8:30, 9:10, 

1:30 

8 

9 10 

 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 

 

 

18 19 20 

Holiday 

Program 

21 

Holiday 

Program 

 

Last Day of  

Classes 

22 

23  24 

Winter Break 

No Classes 

       —-> 

25 

Christmas 

Day 

 

26 

 

    

27 

 

 

28 29 

30 

Winter 

Break 

     ——> 

31 

New Year’s Eve 

 

 

January 1 

New Year’s 

Day 

January 2 January 3 January 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

 

         2019 

12 

DECEMBER 






